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12tH HAVANA FILM FESTIVAL NEW YORK
Festival dates: April 7—15, 2011

Museum of the Moving Image screenings: April 8–April 10, 2011

ALUCINADOS (RIDING HIGH)
Sunday, April 10, 6:30 p. m.

Q&A with producer Francisco Das Chargas

2009, 90 mins. Digital Projection.
Directed by Roberto Santucci.  Produced by Marcelo Antunez, Marc Bechar, Francisco Das Chagas, Monique Cruz, Bruce H. Lipnick, Roberto Santucci. Photographed by Juarez Pavelak.  Original music by Pedro Bromfman. Edited by Pedro Durán, Roberto Santucci.
Principal cast: Tarcísio Filho, Silvio Guindane, Mônica Martelli.

Preceded by
HOMBRE ATADO A UNA SILLA (A MAN TIED TO A CHAIR)
2008, 10 mins. Digital Projection.

Directed by Enrique Perez.

Transcript from “Riding High Director’s Commentary” from Up in the Air Productions:
My name is Roberto Santucci and I am the director of Alucinados. The reason I made this film is because the situation in Brazil these days is getting to a point where a filmmaker cannot avoid commenting on it. People are feeling very unsafe when they walk in the street, people are buying bullet proof cars. And the condos are having high walls bars a lot of protection devices to try to give a feeling of safety. Also the use of low jack service all sorts of devices to try to help people avoid the common situation of kidnapping which has become very popular in Brazil, Rio de Janiero and other cities like that.

So I decided to make a film that could represent the real stories that are going on in Rio de Janiero. I chose the story of a woman being kidnapped by two guys that would be basically representing the low part of society and the middle class of it. So I got a guy from the slums with lots of dreams and a middle class guy who is very much addicted to drugs and he is used to doing little crimes to support his vice. Also I have created a lot of plot point turn-arounds in order to make the film dance and surprise as it goes.

It was a very big challenge for me because basically it is a film about 3 people inside of a car and therefore there is a lot of dialogue, and we always very worried that people will get tired or we will have slow moments. By in reality what we are getting from the audience–the feedback has been very positive because people are getting very much into the situation of the characters. I guess the reality of the scenes, the research that we did, it’s on the screen, and because of that people are getting very tense, very much on the edge of their seats…
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